President’s Message / December 2025

Hi Folks,

I would like to thank the membership of the Color & Light Society for its enthusiastic support of our
activities and events this year. 2025 has been a year of recovery from the lingering legacy of Covid-19
and the damper it put on our artistic world.

| believe the new energy coming from our veteran members and the new folks who stepped forward
in 24 and 25 has been remarkable. Everyone has grabbed an “oar” on our little ship, the S.S. St. M-Art.
The ship has moved forward with its eager crew. Pulling on those oars was no minor part of our
success this year. Navigating through the “creative waters” of St. Mary’s County’s art world has been a
great accomplishment.

On the business side of things... our treasury is solvent. Our sales generally improved due to new
venues. Membership increased, and many sought fresh paths. Sotterley, the Port of Leonardtown,
Fenwick Inn, Annmarie Gardens, and New Towne Players were standout partners for C&L. Our
exposure improved significantly. Public awareness of us was renewed and strengthened this year.
There is always more to do, more avenues to explore, and more opportunities on the creative horizon.
Keeping a keen eye out for unexpected possibilities will continue to advance our little ship toward
bigger and better venues.

I'm proud to say that folks have stepped up to the challenges. Our Brushstrokes publication is first-

rate, our new website is a pleasure to see, and both reflect the renewed spirit among our membership.

We have seen members share and demonstrate their digital skills, painter’s skills, “sawdust” demos,
and even organizational “miracles” that came to pass thanks to the energy and excitement of C&L.
The loss of Polly Lange in 2025 and Ann Preston in 2024 were emotional blows to our group of artists.
Their passings were difficult, but the void they left inspired both new and veteran members to
redouble their creative efforts.

Finally, | offer my sincere thanks to our membership for its patience, tolerance,
and understanding as “Monsieur Le Président,” who made “typo” errors
commonplace, posted calendar dates slightly “off” here and there, and
occasionally stumbled over established protocols and procedures. Alas, |
will try to do better with our ship—the S.S. St. M-Art—in 2026.

Respectfully & humbly,

Dick Preston

President
Ann Preston

-

- !
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-

Polly Lange #gog
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Photo Gallery

GINGERBREAD COMMITTEE CREATES MAGIC

The Gingerbread Lane Committee met at Cindy’s lovely home to create the
display for Leonardtown’s st Annual Gingerbread Lane Competition. Together,
members crafted the gingerbread man, gingerbread house, storybook panels,
the wolf, and woodland animals through drawing, painting, and construction.
Thank you to Cindy for hosting and to everyone for the great teamwork.

The finished display will be installed and ready to enjoy during December’s
First Friday on December 5th from 5-8 p.m. in front of the old PNC building at
25355 MD-5, Leonardtown, MD 20650. We invite all members to stop by on First
Friday — and through January 5th — to see the display, celebrate this
collaborative effort, and support C&L by voting for our entry.

-HENRY FORD

Brandy Blackstone
Jeannine Finnacom
Barbara Hak

Susan Jones-Knight
Cindy Martin-Brennan
Pat McGrath

Linda Sanborn
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Watercolor
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Glasswork |

Donna O’Connor 4 * ]
Oil Brandy Blackstone
Acrylic

Brandy Blackstone
Acrylic

Creative Highlights |

o C&L MEMBER ART

These artworks highlight the wonderful variety within our

artist community—from glowing oils and vibrant acrylics to
soft, dreamy watercolors and charming sculptural pieces.
Each work brings its own festive warmth, and together they
create a holiday gallery filled with sparkle, depth, and
seasonal magic—capturing the way Christmas light and

shadow dance throughout this time of year..

Want to see your work in a future issue of Brushstrokes?

Send your photos and featured media to
Dick Preston

Woodworking brandyblackstoneart@gmail.com.
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APRIL 24 Drop-off at Sotterley, 10 a.m.
APRIL 25-JUN 4 Sotterley Art Show

MAY Sotterley Heritage Festival - Vanishing Landscapes
MAY 7 Great Works- Marianna and Elizabeth

MAY 17-18 Sotterley Festival

JUN 4 Arts Council, after-meeting art pickup at Sotterley
JUL 2 Sawdust Workshop w/Asian woodworking tools -Dick
AUG 6 All Member Art Show

AUG Port of Leonardtown Winery

SEP 3 ArtsFest planning and C&L Website -RICHARD STALLMAN
SEP 20-21 Ann Marie Artsfest

OCT 1 Website Review - Brandy & Watercolor - Theresa

OCT Visionary in Baltimore - Linda

NOV 5 Round Robin Art - Collage
NOYV Color & Light Annual Show with the SMC Arts Council

DEC 3 sMC Arts Council
DEC Port of Leonardtown Winery

The C&L Events Calendar has been provided by Theresa Ford. Please contact Theresa at
theresa.ford@gmail.com if you have any questions.
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Shows & Info

PORT OF LEONARDTOWN DECEMBER SHOW \:%,’

The opening reception for the December Art Show at the Port of
Leonardtown Winery will be held on December 5th from 5-8 p.m. For
participating artists: Please drop off your artwork to Gail and Brandy at
the Winery on December 1* at 11:30a.m. The show will run throughout
the entire month of December. We encourage all members to stop by,

show your support, and enjoy the artwork on display.

Participating artists include: Denise, Brandy, Cindy, Pam, Gail, Linda C,,
Jeannine, Barbara, Susan, Pat, Diane, Linda S,, Sigrid, Linda T. and Iris.
Thank you to Gail and Barbara for filling in with coordination in Pam’s

place. We're wishing Pam a speedy recovery.

-YOKO ONO

ST. MARY’S COUNTY ARTS COUNIL ART PICKUP #%7%
Note to members who participated in the C&L holiday show
at the Arts Council in November, please arrange to pick up
your art on December 3. Contact Melanie to schedule a

time.

TREE LIGHTING ART SHOW AT THE FENWICK INN

The annual Tree Lighting Ceremony in Leonardtown takes place on’ "
Friday, November 28th (the day after Thanksgiving) from 4:30 p.m. - 8:30 . o
p.m. Donna has graciously invited our membgers to display and sell UpCOmlng Opportumty in 2026
their work and to do demos at the Fenwick Inn (inside the house, presented info for an
located at: 41685 Fenwick St, Leonardtown, MD 20650) during the event. upcoming show at

Participating artists include: Donna, Linda T, Susan and Brandy. Please . She will be
stop by to support the members and enjoy the festivities throughout assisting with submitting an

downtown Leonardtown. application for C&L. Stay tuned
for more information.
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Theresa will be teaching a watercolor class at the Garvey Senior Center
on Dec. 16th at 1:30p.m.

ARTIST OPPORTUNITY IN LEONARDTOWN

The Griffon’s Court Games & Collectibles in Leonardtown has invited
C&L member to display their art for sale in their shop. They are

L ' -BILL MOYERS
generously providing a 9 h x 6 ft w area for display. Please contact

Brandy at brandyblackstoneart@gmail.com if you're interested.

SUPPORT ST. MARY’S HOSPICE THIS CHRISTMAS

Denise was chosen to create the 2025 Hospice of St. Mary’s Holiday
Ornament. The sale of the ornaments goes to support the amazing
work they do at Hospice. Denise completed and delivered the last of
the ornaments - 600 were delivered in alll Congratulations and great

work Denisel

The ornaments are available for purchase at:

Cecil's Country Store and Keepin’ It Local : .
Denise Benedik

Glasswork

CINDY AT THE TORPEDO FACTORY ART CENTER
Cindy Martin-Brennan’s artwork Prayers for Porridge has been selected
for the December 2025 juried exhibition at Studio 21 in the Torpedo
Factory Art Center. The piece is a mixed-media work combining
acrylics, oils, and photography, inspired by a photograph she captured
in Tanzania in 2024.

We encourage all members to visit the Torpedo Factory Art Center to
support Cindy and experience this historic creative space in person.
The Torpedo Factory—originally a U.S. Naval Torpedo Station on the
banks of the Potomac River—was transformed into an art center in R ———

1974. It is located at 105 N. Union Street, near the eastern end of King Mixed edia

Street.
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News & Updates

C&L SURVEY FOR 2026 PLANNING

Thank you in advance to those who have completed the Color and
Light 2026 Goals and Objectives Survey. If you have not filled it out yet,
please take a moment to do so. This is your opportunity to lend your
voice as a valued member. Deadline to complete the survey is
November 30, 2025.

Survey Link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KQTX2X3 % ::; 209 _TERRENCE E. DEAL

2025 C&L HOLIDAY LUNCHEON UPDATE

Here’s an update on our upcoming Christmas Luncheon, taking place
on Tuesday, December 3rd at 11:00 a.m. at The Fenwick Inn. A special
thank-you to Donna, who has generously opened her venue for our

gathering.

The Front Porch will be providing a lunch buffet that includes chicken
salad sandwiches; ham, Swiss, and honey-mustard sandwiches; potato
salad; a cheese plate; a garden salad plate; and a fresh fruit plate, soup
and dessert. The cost is $26/per person. Drinks may be purchased

separately from the Fenwick Inn.

Spouses and guests are welcome—we simply need an accurate
headcount as soon as possible. A final count and deposit must be
submitted a little more than a week before the event.

Please RSVP by Monday, November 24th by texting or emailing:
Linda Sanborn: [ 301-904-5276 (preferred),

> linda.h.sanborn@gmail.com

There is a large public parking lot directly behind the Fenwick Inn for
easy access. Payment can be made to Linda by cash or check, and she

will handle payment to The Front Porch.

If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to Linda directly.
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/
Artist Opportunities

CALL FOR PUBLIC ART PANELISTS
The Maryland State Arts Council (MSAC) is seeking panelists for the

Public Art Across Maryland program. Panelists will review up to 50
applications (approximately 45 minutes each) and are required to

attend one of two panel meetings scheduled for late February.

Compensation: Up to $975, depending on assignments completed,
including panel and training attendance.

Application Deadline: -THOMAS MERTON
Monday, December Tst at 11:59 a.m. ET

This is a great opportunity for artists and arts supporters to participate
in shaping public art projects across the state.

For full details and to apply, please visit MSAC’s website.
“ PUBLIC

i Public Art Acress Maryland panelists

‘Will evaluate as many as 50 applications for up to
45 minutes each, and must attend one of two
panel meetings scheduled in [ate February.

Compensation: up to 3975 depending on
. assignments completed, including panel and
= training attendance.

T —
Applications due Monday, December 1

at 11:59 p.m. ET.
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